33980US 

42 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A process for desulfurizing middle distillates by charging a 
sulfiir-containing middle distillate and a hydrogen-containing diluent to a 
reaction zone in respective amounts and under reaction conditions sufficient to 
vaporize substantially all of the sulfur-containing middle distillate present in the 
reaction zone. In the reaction zone, the vaporized middle distillate is contacted 
with a sorbent comprising a promoter metal and zinc oxide to thereby provide a 
desulfurized middle distillate comprising less sulfur than the sulfur-containing 
middle distillate initially charged to the reaction zone. 


